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Deir-ez-Zor, Syria 
Flash Update 
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Highlights 
●​ Starting on 25 May 2026, severe flooding has affected the Euphrates River basin in

north-east Syria due to  heavy rainfall and upstream water releases. The opening of
the fourth spillway gate at Tabqa Dam caused river levels to rise over four metres
across Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor (DEZ) governorates.1 

●​ Over 27,084 people1 have been affected by the floods in Raqqa and DEZ
governorates.  

●​ According to an initial OCHA report, approximately 27,0841 people have been
affected, 9,625 of whom have been displaced, across the two governorates. This
includes an estimated 6,700 women and girls of reproductive age, 420 currently
pregnant, and 50 women expected to deliver within the next month.2 

●​ In response, UNFPA, through its four implementing partners, deployed mobile teams
providing integrated sexual and reproductive health (SRH) and gender-based
violence (GBV) services. UNFPA is also supporting static SRH clinics, community
well-being centres, and women and girls’ safe spaces (WGSSs) to deliver life-saving
SRH and GBV services. As of 6 June, these interventions have reached nearly 1,520
beneficiaries. 
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2 Estimated figures are based on the Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) for Sexual and Reproductive Health in 
Humanitarian Settings calculator. 

1 UNOCHA Situation Report: Rising Euphrates River Water Levels in Deir-ez-Zor and Raqqa: Flood Emergency Update – Date: 
29, 30, 31 May 2026 
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Situation Overview 
In Raqqa, flooding of the Euphrates River in late May and early June displaced at least 1,000 
households (an estimated 6,000 individuals), affected over 3,000 host community members, 
disrupted irrigation networks, and rendered inoperable essential water pumping stations serving 
Raqqa City.3 In DEZ, at least 3,000 households (an estimated 18,000 individuals) were affected, 
including over 3,600  displaced people. More than 17,000 hectares of agricultural land were 
submerged, and over 60 water stations were rendered non-functional.3 Damage to bridges and river 
crossings partially isolated  communities along the riverbanks and disrupted referrals and access to 
health and protection services. While water levels in DEZ and Raqqa have begun to stabilize and 
gradually recede, localized flooding continues to impact communities along the river corridor — 
particularly between Al-Mayadin and Abu Kamal. Floodwaters have also reached residential areas, 
including the Al-Hamdaniyah neighbourhood. 

The widespread damage to bridges and river crossings have severely restricted civilian movement, 
humanitarian access, logistics, school attendance, and life-saving emergency referrals, leaving several 
riverside populations partially isolated and cut off from critical services. Displaced families have 
sought refuge with host communities, relatives, and in collective shelters established by the 
Department of Social Affairs and Labor in DEZ City. These include Salem Darwish school, Omar bin 
Al-Khattab school, and Altatbiqieh school, as well as the Cinema Fouad shelter, which is currently 
housing nearly 168 households.4 In Raqqa, flooding affected informal settlements, residential 
structures, and low-lying communities along the river. The Unani Restaurant and Hawijat Zahra 
informal internally displaced person (IDP) sites were inundated, prompting emergency relocation 
efforts to nearby safer areas. Temporary shelter arrangements were established in both Raqqa and 
Tabqa cities. 

Overcrowding and poor sanitation in hosting sites have heightened the risks of disease outbreak and 
disrupted access to essential health, protection, and SRH services. Women and girls face increased 
protection risks due to limited privacy and shortage of hygiene supplies. 

In response, government authorities, UN coordination platforms, and humanitarian partners continue 
to support relief, protection, shelter, and health operations. UNFPA and its partners are participating in 
a rapid inter-agency assessment alongside OCHA, the governorate Directorate of Emergency and 
Disaster Management, and local directorates of health and social affairs to comprehensively assess 
needs across the affected river corridor. The inter-agency assessment in DEZ and Raqqa has so far 
highlighted rising demands for maternal healthcare, family planning, menstrual hygiene supplies, and 
access to emergency obstetric care, which currently remains critically limited. Poor sanitation in the 
hosting sites has triggered an increase in reproductive and urinary tract infections. Simultaneously, 
GBV response and mental health and psychosocial support are critically limited in absence of service 
delivery points and disruption of services in the affected areas. These gaps heavily impact high-risk 
groups, including widows, single mothers, elderly women, and people with disabilities, while social 
stigma and the trauma of lost livelihoods further deter survivors from seeking aid. This close, 
on-the-ground coordination ensures real-time monitoring of the evolving situation to steer immediate 
life-saving response mechanisms and recovery efforts. 

4 Health Sector Syria Emergency Response Update: Rising Euphrates River Water Levels, 30 May 2026 

3 UNOCHA Situation Report: Rising Euphrates River Water Levels in Deir-ez-Zor and Raqqa: Flood Emergency Update – 
Date: 29, 30, 31 May,  2026 
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UNFPA Response  
UNFPA, through its implementing partners the Syria Al-Yamama Charity Foundation, the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch, All the East - Department of Ecumenical Relations and Development 
(GOPA-DERD), the Youth Charity Association (YCA), and the Syrian Family Planning Association (SFPA), 
rapidly mobilized response capacities in both governorates. Through integrated SRH and GBV mobile 
teams and static clinics, UNFPA worked to restore access to essential SRH and GBV services for 
populations affected by the floods.  

Sexual and reproductive health: 

UNFPA together with its partners provided a comprehensive package of essential SRH services 
including for antenatal and postnatal care, family planning, menstrual hygiene management, treatment 
of sexually transmitted and other infections, and referrals for specialized SRH services. Approximately 
850 women and girls received SRH services through three integrated mobile teams (IMTs) and two 
static clinics in Raqqa, four IMTs and two temporary SRH clinics in flood-affected areas in western 
rural DEZ, and two collective shelters in DEZ City. To ensure continuity of care and access to 
information, UNFPA partners activated one helpline in each governorate to provide remote 
psychosocial support (PSS), SRH consultations, and referrals to specialized services and other 
available humanitarian assistance for individuals requiring additional support. 

Gender-based violence: 

UNFPA implementing partners delivered GBV services in both governorates through three WGSSs and 
one Community Well-being Centre (CWC) operating in the affected areas. Partners provided integrated 
GBV response services, including case management, PSS support, psychological first aid, and referrals 
to over 670 women and girls in flood affected areas in Raqqa and DEZ governorates. In addition, 
partners distributed nearly 600 dignity kits which served as an entry point for comprehensive GBV 
prevention and response services in affected areas. Fourteen volunteers supported rapid assessments 
conducted jointly with the Ministry of Emergency and Disaster Management, ensuring that SRH and 
GBV needs and risks are systematically identified and prioritized within the assessments. 

UNFPA is responding to the acute needs using its existing flexible resources; however, to respond to 
the growing needs for upcoming three months, an estimated additional amount of US $300,000 is 
required.  

For more information 

Enshrah Ahmed 
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enahmed@unfpa.org  
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